You can actually watch us put this together on the website. But here are the written directions.
You will need the small wooden cross which was distributed with your class materials and any decorating materials you would like to use.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As we begin our Faith Formation year we would like to help each of you build a family prayer space.  This will give you an area on which to focus your daily prayer and faith formation activities.  You can either leave it set up or quickly assemble the pieces as you use it.
First we will decorate the family cross.  You can choose however you would like to decorate it, but each member of your household should be represented on the cross.  Here are some suggestions – using paint or ink you can have each member of your household put their thumbprint on the cross, or small jewels or foamy shapes can also add a decorative touch.  The important part is that the whole family participates.
Once you have your cross, then you will need to gather a few more objects for the prayer space.  I like to use a cloth to set the area apart.  We are using a green cloth today because it is still ordinary time.  Cloth napkins work great also.  You can use one or layer.  I am layering here with this multi colored cloth.
Next, we will add a bible, this is one that was donated to our library.  It’s big and has beautiful pictures, but you can choose any one that you have.  Open the bible to the piece of scripture that will be used in the class or just let the Holy Spirit guide you and open it anywhere.  We will then place the open bible on top the cloth in the prayer space.
I always like to add a candle to represent the light of Christ guiding us in all that we do.  This is an electronic candle, it’s a little safer and should make our risk manager happy! To help us focus I’m going to add a picture of Jesus.  Last but not least I will place my family cross on the bible.  Remember the cross reminds us of the resurrection while the crucifix reminds us of Jesus sacrifice for us.
All set!  Now we’re ready to pray!

